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N
BIZE . In the past ten years, there has been much international discussion among medical education specialists

about the use of peer-assisted learning (PAL) and the associated cognitive, pedagogical, attitudinal, social
and economic benefits associated with utilising peer tutors. While peer-assisted learning (PAL) has long
occurred informally at medical schools both in Japan and Europe, an increasing international interest in
formally organised PAL, in the form of peer-assisted teaching (PAT), is arising. As future medical
practitioners and educators, medical students will be expected to supervise, teach, facilitate, assess and
provide feedback to colleagues, and contribute to the teaching of future generations of medical students.
While e.g. in Germany, medical students are recruited for peer-assisted teaching in anatomy (corpse
preparation), medical psychology (patient-doctor communication sessions) and skillslabs (peer-teaching of
basic clinical skills and techniques), this method is not so commonly used in Japan. The seminar will focus
on possible benefits and backdraws of PAT and participants will be asked to discuss possible integration of
this tool into their institutions in Japan.
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